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Dear Headteacher,

As an enthusiastic, positive and experienced teacher, I am passionate about developing the individual work and ability of the students to attain and maintain high levels of achievement, so that they are equipped for success in life; developing to their fullest potential. As a teacher, I quickly build rapport with students whilst being firm but fair, with clear expectations within the classroom.  As a senior member of staff commented, ‘we appreciate your determination to create an atmosphere of learning within the art room’.  I would value the opportunity to do the same in my next appointment.  

Since arriving, I have introduced all new schemes of work within the Art department at the Academy@Worden, providing students with challenge and opportunity for progression; this had to be built in to support future success in KS4.  Through well-planned lessons, I show pupils how to be inspired by art, design and craft, whilst embracing their own style.  I increase student ability through introducing and modelling the use of a wide range of media, including, ceramics, photography, painting, printmaking, digital media, collage, assemblage and drawing. 

My exciting lessons have focussed on embedding understanding of the formal elements, (across the whole school) and include relevant numeracy and literacy connections which support and scaffold their understanding of Art as a current and relevant subject within their education. I regularly draw connections between art and other subjects, to create greater critical understanding of context, process and practice of the artists, craft workers, designers and architects we are studying. 

My Art room is vibrant, visually exciting and provides a creatively inviting environment for exploration and exhibition of current work.  Through the introduced of sketchbooks for students across KS3 I see sustained improvements and a greater sense of ownership and pride in students attitudes toward their art work.  This also meets National Curriculum guidelines for Art and Design, providing a dedicated place for students to record their observations, show their increasing ability to handle materials and use a range of techniques.  Keeping high health and safety standards within my art room, I regularly use and ensure the maintenance of materials and machinery, like the electric kiln; which I convinced the school to keep and use!  

[bookmark: _GoBack]In line with school policy I regularly mark students’ work.  I use and record all monitoring and assessment to better inform my teaching and to develop best practise in order to drive student achievement up.  With the changes in KS3 and KS4 assessment descriptors ,I have developed a clear visual system which shows students their own progress within all the areas of the national curriculum for Art.  This is vital for peer and self assessment and allows pupils to celebrate their achievements and identify areas in need of improvement.  

I set differentiated and relevant homework tasks regularly online using Show My Homework, this allows students to consolidate learning, demonstrate prior knowledge or to take creative risks when choosing visual images or written information to develop their work.  

Each lesson I record student attendance and uphold the school’s high expectation of student behaviour which creates a positive learning environment.  Due to the wide variety of educational establishments I have worked for, I am well-equipped to teach students with differing needs as registered in the school’s SEN and School Support Register, also those on the Able, Gifted and Talented Register.  My aim is always to ensure the success of every student.  I have a special interest in my ASD students for whom I have tailored a specific Step System to take them through their GCSE.  They have flourished in Art and I am very pleased with their progress as a result. I know who my PP students are and make sure that they receive the help they need.  

I successfully bid for free training to become a qualified Arts Award Assessor, entered 30 Year 8 students for Arts Award ‘Explore’, who passed successfully.  This ‘Explore’ Arts Award carries with it 2 QCF points.  Driving Art toward greater recognition within the school and to meet develop the skills of talented students, I secured funding for Year 9 students to collaborate with local artist Chris Dorning, to design and paint a mural in the school gym.

The welfare of the students is important to me and in particular my vertical tutor group, (Year 8-11’s) whom I support, encourage and reward.  Key CP issues of concern, regarding any students, I have passed on to key staff, using CPOMS and by informing the Designated Safeguarding Person.  I have willingly communicated with parents about concerns they have had and have worked to resolve these issues.  I report regularly on the progress of students.  I am available to help pupils during break, lunch times and after school with homework/coursework or other personal art work they are creating; I also run a weekly Art Hub one lunch time, which is well attended.  Specific GCSE Art revision is timetabled for after school.

Leavers of 2016/7were not offered GCSE Art due to little interest in the subject.  Since arriving 26 students opted for GCSE Art in 2016.  With the GCSE Year 11 I arranged to visit the undergraduate Fine Art degree studios at the UCLAN.  The Y10’s annual visit to The Manchester Art Gallery positively impacts pupil achievement, through the broadening of their visual, contextual and conceptual understanding.  In addition, I have organised over 15 students to attend various Gifted and Talented workshops at Runshaw college.  

When teaching KS4 I bolster confidence in their artistic practises, embracing the development of their ideas, stimulating curiosity.  I expect students to develop a solid foundation of both primary and secondary research, that is relevant to their intentions.  This builds a frame work for their own process, practise and experimentation, as they plan for an outcome. Through written and verbal feedback students are now independently able to present their ideas, observations and intentions as they work toward a better grade.  Using a Kagan seating strategy I seat students of abilities just beyond their own, this has helped inspire change, providing those of a lower ability, with exemplar work to emulate.  Being the only teacher and without technical support or the recommended time given over KS3 and a department to turn around, I am proud to say that my current Y11 group, according to ALPS predictions, have moved from level 8 to 5 in Art.  Predicted grades for 2017/18 will be 70.83% 4+.  54.17% 5-8.  

I have in the past taught Graphics and Textiles.  One scheme of work I designed included using CD’s to create spindles to spin plastic bag ‘wool’.  I have taught using packages such as 2D Design, as well as Photoshop and free online editing packages such as Pixlr and PicMonkey.  I would be happy to work hard to maintain high teaching standards at All Hallows, adapting to the needs and wishes of each department, to provide lessons that pupils enjoy and in which they can perform to the best of their abilities.  

As a committed member of staff I have attended, Staff Meetings and Staff Training as well as a Parents’ and Options Evenings.  I have delivered informative Year 9 options assemblies.  I have maintained my own art practise, recently completing a ceramics course, a year as part of a sketchbook circle and I am part of the Teaching and Learning Community at Worden.

I would very much like the opportunity to be a vibrant, devoted member of staff and would look forward to working with teachers who’s dedication to building an outstanding department is evident and inspiring.  As an art teacher I am flexible, collaborative and passionate about art and am excited about the prospect of being able to work as part of an already thriving department, where there is a vision for Arts’ importance in the nurturing and development of students.  

Thank you for the time and attention you have given my application. 


Sincerely, 

Marie May



